
If you envision a successful lawyer as someone who
is slick and fast-talking, it's probably due to TV
shows like Entourage or Suits. There is no secret
many soon-to-be lawyers are dazzled by the
popular television dramas depicting trials in
courtrooms. But there are many types of law, and
even more ways to practice it. For Michael Wright,
he was able to combine his passion for law and
business to become an effective in-house counsel
for entertainment companies.

Today, Michael is the Executive Vice President &
General Counsel of RoofTop Management, Inc.,
which represents a fleet of top producers, directors,
and designers of concerts, television shows, and
awards ceremonies with expert planning and
execution. His role includes building contracts and
facilitating negotiations for production personnel. 

GLITZY BUSINESS

Michael notes he has worked with celebrities from
the United States to the United Kingdom. He’s
been to the GRAMMYs, People's Choice Awards,
and Coachella for the past five years because he
represents clients who work during those shows.

His day-to-day activities consist of reading
contracts, drafting deal memoranda, putting
together budgets, and making sure clients are
ultimately getting paid by negotiating the
language in contracts. It ends up entailing many
phone calls. Some of his days are filled with Zoom
meetings with clients or attorneys, but he enjoys
every minute of it, and encourages others to
consider this career path as well.
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FROM MAILROOM TO BOARDROOM

You might have heard of — or seen in TV shows or
movies — successful business people starting out
working in the mailroom. In fact, that’s where
Michael began!

At the beginning of his job search, Michael
proactively sent his resume, cover letter, and
portfolio containing a few of his work samples, to
several big law agencies. He ended up sorting
through the correspondence of lawyers at a firm.
However, he was soon assigned a desk job
working with the head of stage entertainment.

To witness the varying ways law can be practiced,
Michael also shadowed partners at law firms. Not
only did he watch the conception of business
contracts, but also gained insights into practicing
employment law which consisted of sexual
harassment claims, HR-related incidents, and
medical malpractice suits.

https://www.linkedin.com/company/rooftop-management/about/
http://www.expfuture.org/
http://www.provenready.org
http://www.provenready.org
http://www.expfuture.org/findmycareer
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Ultimately, as Michael explored the various career
options available, he realized he enjoyed working
with companies and helping them grow, which
was far different than criminal or litigation law. In
other words, he found his “niche.” 

Michael felt he was, "… better at business than
lawyers, and better at law than business
professionals.” Thus, his career as a transactional
lawyer was born.

A transactional lawyer reviews and analyzes legal
and business documents, and oversees the
negotiation and facilitation of contracts,
agreements, and deals.

SOFT SKILLS SELL

As Michael practices transactional law, he finds
himself recalling his classes as an International
Business major. He also participated in a study
abroad program and toured the business
departments of 12 major European companies
such as Nestle, Chrysler, and others. He also took
advantage of internship opportunities at Azuza
City Hall where he became familiar with zoning
compliance laws. As the laws would change,
Michael was responsible for notifying businesses
when they were no longer compliant under the
new law. These experiences pushed him out of his
comfort zone.

“I wasn’t used to blindly reaching out to groups. I
felt like a telemarketer,” said Michael. But, not
surprisingly, reaching out to different groups and
interpreting local ordinances are skills he uses in
his role today.
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Use EnternaintmentCareers.Net to Find
Careers in the Entertainment Industry
Internship Opportunities at Disney

Michael has found his clients appreciate his
personality and empathetic demeanor. Much of
the general population doesn’t know how to
read contracts or represent themselves fairly. As
a result, Michael enjoys helping them negotiate
their contracts and get the terms they deserve.
Communication skills and comfort with public
outreach serve him well, too. Finally, someone
who is detail-orientated would be ideal for this
career path as it takes hours to comb through
pages of contracts. Obsessing over the nitty-
gritty can lead to the best deal for a client.

HOLLYWOOD HUSTLE

Students who are interested in getting their foot
in the door in litigation, or entertainment in
general, can look to some of the major
corporations in the business. “Disney has a
robust internship experience for students,”
Michael assures. 

Reaching out to agencies with your talking
points and a professional portfolio may land you
with your dream summer internship and,
ultimately, your dream career. 

An associate's degree may allow you to get your
foot in the door as a production assistant in a
studio which, Michael admits, is how many
people get their start in the industry.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

https://www.entertainmentcareers.net/
https://jobs.disneycareers.com/business/job_type/internship/391-1635-24091-27721-28648/5
https://careered.cccco.edu/explore-careers/prospective-students/business-and-entrepreneurship/

