RISING MILLENNIALS IN BUSINESS ENTREPRENEURSHIP

AUDIT MANAGEMENT
BETO ARELLANO FORGES AHEAD
WITH MANAGING AUDITS AS PART
OF HIS PASSION
Life journeys are not always linear. No one knows
that better than Beto Arellano, audit manager at
the Los Angeles-based company, RSM US LLP.
Upon graduating with a bachelor’s degree in
Managerial Economics, he still hadn’t found his
passion. Seeing how quickly a friend obtained a
job after completing a degree in Accounting, Beto
took it upon himself to take courses at
Sacramento City College to gauge whether or not
the path was for him. He enjoyed this program so
much the next logical step was to begin his
academic career as an accounting student.

COLLEGE PRO TIPS

As a student, Beto found himself carving out time
to talk to professors, not only for networking
purposes but also to better understand the course
materials. At Sacramento City College he further
developed his passion for accounting.
Furthermore, Beto took advantage of the
communication classes that were offered. He
states, “Those communication classes are pretty
important. We’re even more client-facing than
people imagine.”

WHAT IS AUDITING?

Financial auditing is the process of
examining an organization’s (or
individual’s) financial records to
determine if they are accurate and in
accordance with any applicable rules
(including accepted accounting
standards), regulations, and laws.
Source: AccountingEdu.org

Beto is in constant communication with clients as
an accountant which can entail presenting
projects, ideas, or results to customers and
internally to one’s team. He advises students who
are interested in taking communication classes
seriously and digest the lessons learned there.
Another tip is to get comfortable with Microsoft
Excel as it is a crucial tool for accountants. They
often find themselves using it to determine many

EXPFUTURE.ORG/FINDMYCAREER

PROVENREADY.ORG

RISING MILLENNIALS IN BUSINESS ENTREPRENEURSHIP: AUDIT MANAGEMENT

of the conclusions necessary to complete their
jobs, manipulate data, or create formulas to help
reduce already complicated processes. To stand
out from other applicants, you should expand upon
those skills. There are many videos on YouTube
such as The Beginners Guide to Excel - Excel
Basics Tutorial to reinforce or learn those essential
skills.
Lastly, because accountants can explore various
career routes, Beto suggests talking to
professionals in the field. Doing your due diligence
to research the difference between the tax, audit,
or consulting route can help you find the right area
of accounting for you.

THERE'S ALWAYS SOMETHING NEW

For an audit manager, every day is atypical. Audits
are a continuous process, and because laws can
change often, audit managers and tax consultants
perform their jobs very differently from year to year.
Because RSM US LLP is a collaborative firm, as an
audit manager, Beto works with his engagement
team to understand a client’s portfolio.
Communication with clients is also reoccurring,
including discussing details with companies, CFOs,
or controllers.
Beto is confident the courses he took at
Sacramento Community College provided him
with a strong foundation for his field. Once he
transitioned into his career, he found RSM US LLP
took the time to invest in new employee training.
In fact, upon starting, RSM US LLP sends new
employees to a one-week course in Chicago.
The opportunities to learn never stop. Throughout
the year, staff can take advantage of self-learning
opportunities or instructor-led courses. Beto cites
this as a benefit since continuing education is a
requirement in this particular field.
RSM US LLP has a pathways program that allows
students to participate in a two-day event where
they can tour the firm and learn of all of the lines of

business RSM US LLP offers. Once you are at a
junior standing in their academic career, RSM US
LLP offers internship opportunities in the audit
and tax consulting departments.
On an intellectual level, you can get involved with
student organizations, such as Beta Alpha Psi,
which is an honor society for students interested
in financial careers.

SET YOURSELF APART

If you are interested in combining data-analytic
skills with an understanding of finances, you’re in
luck! With the digitization of many fields and
finance being no exception, you can expect this
particular field to seek people who can
manipulate and analyze data to alleviate the audit
process. “The industry is going to continue to
grow, so we’re going to need the workforce to
help accommodate that,” said Beto.
Beto also has the following tips for students: First,
focus on your grades and take all your courses
seriously. Consider that firms are looking for wellrounded students who show they’re leaders in
their communities. This can be showcased by
committing to a cause and getting involved in
community service.
Additionally, the interview process is a pivotal
time to discover if that firm thinks you’re a good
fit and vice versa. Ideally, you will be in this career
for quite some time, so professional alignment
wherever you decide to seek employment is
essential.
And finally, many firms don’t expect early career
professionals to know everything. As was
mentioned above, there’s quite a bit of on the job
training, so don’t be afraid to ask questions!

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

Learn Excel with Coursera
Internship Opportunities with RSM US LLP

LEARN MORE ABOUT CAREERS PATHWAY IN BUSINESS
AND ENTREPRENEURSHIP WITH CALIFORNIA COMMUNITY COLLEGES

